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makingadifference

What’s a good place to grab lunch? 
Where do people like to golf 
around here? What’s the fastest 

way to get to Scottsdale Airport from Old 
Town?

New residents to the Airpark area might 
have dozens of questions about their new 
neighborhood, including where they might 
go to socialize and meet people. One answer 
is the Newcomers and Neighbors of the 
Scottsdale Area, or the Newcomers Club of 
Scottsdale, as many members call it. The club 
provides opportunities for new residents – as 
well as long-time natives looking for a social 
change – to get out and meet new people by 
participating in engaging activities.

Finding a consistent social group can 
be difficult for those new to the area, as 
well as recently retired residents who have 
long been focused on their work. The club, 
according to the offi cial website, newcomer-
sclubofscottsdale.com, opened to residents 
in 1968 and has been serving new and old 
members since.

“I joined it to meet others originally, 
because I was new to the area. I went online 
and liked the activities they did, as well as 
some charitable events. It is just one of the 
most valuable groups I know in the area,” 
community liaison Ellen Halsted says. “Now 
I’ve met some nice friends that I do things 
with outside of the club, so there’s just a lot 
of great people.”

Activities could include getting together 
for happy hour at a local bar, hiking, arts and 
crafts, card games and plenty more, offering 
a variety of options for those of all tastes.

However, as president Nicole Abbott 
says, the club also offers members a chance 
to have fun making a difference in the com-
munity. “One of the activities we cherish are 
our monthly luncheons. We raise money for 
specifi c charities once a month, sometimes 
having a relevant speaker about a topic,” she 
says. “And then another time we go do work 
for that group or charity, which is a great way 
to get involved and try to help people out.”

The luncheons are not only a chance to 
catch up with fellow members outside of 
other daily scheduled activities, but non-
members are welcome to join as well. 

At each monthly meeting, new and 
potential members are encouraged to visit 

with the long-time participants and others 
considering membership, introducing 
themselves to the larger group and instantly 
making connections.

Beside social activities, Abbott says that 
in the prime season, from around October 
to May, when more people are around and 
available to attend, newcomers are welcome 
to attend speeches and lessons to enhance 
the lives of the members, especially with 
developing technology.

“The speakers come in to give us applica-
ble life lessons. We had one on identity theft, 
(one on) the importance of social media, and 
a lot of other great talks that our members can 
use to improve their own lives,” Abbott says.

Newcomers clubs have existed through-
out the country for much longer than the 
Scottsdale chapter, but membership in many 
other locations  is limited to just relatively 
new residents, or those who have lived in 
the city no longer than two years. 

However, Abbott says the Scottsdale 
club welcomes even established members 
looking for more social interaction and does 

not remove members from the club after the 
traditionally allotted two years other clubs 
observe.

“In Arizona, we will keep even es-
tablished members of the community, so 
long-time citizens or those who have been 
here long are welcome if they want a change 
of life or maybe aren’t seeing enough people 
to stimulate their social lives,” Abbott says.

With around 600 members and various 
opportunities for people across the Valley, 
not just in Scottsdale, Halsted says the best 
way to learn and get involved is simply to 
show up and meet people at each of the 
events, as well as look at the online calendar.

“I always suggest that people who are 
interested go to our website, because that’s 
how we sign up for the activities,” Halsted 
says. “Then you can see what’s going on and 
if there’s anything you like to do. We want to 
keep having new people involved.”

For more information, visit newcomer-
sclubofscottsdale.com or email the group 
at membership@newcomersclubofscotts-
dale.com.  

Scottsdale club welcomes fresh faces and philanthropy

In with the New
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Newcomers and Neighbors of the Scottsdale Area (aka the Newcomers Club of Scottsdale) provides 
opportunities for new residents to get out and meet people and contribute to charitable causes. 
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